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OLD TOWN AMARILLO 
John Crudgington 


[Introduction: JoHN W. CrupcincTon, author of OLD TOWN AMA- 
RILLO, is specially qualified to write the story of the founding of the city that 
has been his home for more than fifty years. He writes with a background 
of intimate acquaintance with those who were a part of the story. His father 
and an uncle had the grading contract for the Fort Worth and Denver 
Railroad when it was built through Amarillo. Other relatives were business and 
professional men in Amarillo during the early days. He grew up among people 
who had known Amarillo from the beginning. 

The material presented here, however, consists primarily of names, dates 
and facts the author has painstakingly dredged from the county archives of 
Potter and Oldham counties and from contemporary newspapers. His sources 
consist principally of the minutes of the commissioncrs’ and district courts, the 
district court docket, the deed records and other records in the county archives. 
To document the material by citing the source of each item would prove unduly 
cumbersome to the average reader. No attempt therefore has been made to cite 
by footnote the source of any specific item. The serious student of this material 
who needs to know the source of any item will find the text itself a sufficient 
guide to the general source of most of the material. 

With this hard core of names, dates and facts as a basis, the author has 
given body to the story with material that has come from scores of interviews 
with those who knew Old Town Amarillo. He has been familiar with the story 
all his life, and his long acquaintance with those who made it gives the author's 
interpretation of the bare facts additional historical value equal to that of the 


facts themselves —Ernest R. Archambeau. | 194 qroreg 
409 


The story of Old Town Amarillo begins in 1887 with the 
construction of the Fort Worth and Denver Railroad. Two rail 
lines, the Fort Worth and Denver and the Kansas and South- 
ern, entered the Panhandle of Texas that year, creating Ama- 
rillo and most of the other county seat towns of today. 

A dozen years before the railroads came, the Panhandle was 
unchallenged Indian country, grazed only by buffalo and an- 
telope, much the same as it had been from the beginning. The 
first surveyors who came in the middle seventies found little 
sign to indicate that the white man had ever seen it. But for 
the undisturbed ruts of the old Fort Smith-Santa Fe road left by 
the goldseekers heading for California in 1849 and the rem- 
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nants of camp sites of the nomadic buffalo hunters, the sut- 
veyors might have thought themselves to be the discoverers of 
this vast pasture land. Buffalo hunters had been here, but 
none came to stay until after the Army had established Fort 


Elliott in Wheeler County in 1875. 

The first ranchers came in 1876, and by 1880 the twenty- 
six counties, nearly 25,000 square miles, had 1600 people. 
By 1887 the Panhandle was well covered by the herds of 
many ranches. Potter County, of which Amarillo was to be 
the county seat, was occupied almost entirely by the LX and 


ieee 


=, tau Sad geome olttud sibstnon oo 30 eatie ale Ye seen 
is aie eidvovareibs ocls'sd os exelaenatls sguotl ova 9 

2 eA ba ted ae bee fan yore oD rit 
y yn "a 


Frying Pan ranches. At market time the cattle from all the 
ranches were driven north to railroad points in Kansas. 

There were, by this ume, three small trading centers within 
the Panhandle area: Mobeetie, which had sprung up around 
Fort Elliott; Tascosa, on the north bank of the Canadian River 
in Oldham County; and Clarendon, in Donley County, stx 
miles north of present Clarendon. Supplies were hauled in by 
wagon trains drawn by multiple teams of oxen, horses, or mules. 
There were not many types of occupation nor kinds of business; 
the economic system was relatively simple. The few stores each 
served a large area, and the volumenrc£ business: was surprisingly 
large. But no matter from what business the money came, 
every dollar smelled of cattle or horses. 

Barbed wire had made railroads a necessity to the cattlemen. 
Although it was far cheaper to drive cattle to market than to 
ship them by rail, the fencing of ranches all over the area made 
extensive drives difficult and finally impossible. 

Not long before the railroads were built it was found that the 
entire Panhandle was underlaid with water which could be 
pumped by windmills. The development of this water supply 
has been from the beginning a factor of increasing importance 
in the economic growth of she entire region. For a Sithn Hiddeahk 
time, even after the discovery of underground water, the people 
believed that the Panhandle would support no more than a 
very small population and that it would be nothing more than 
a great cattle range. As time passed, however, more and more 
wells were drilled and equipped with great wooden-wheeled 
windmills, extending the usable grazing range farther and 


5. $ 
farther from the running streams. When the new towns were 


D 
formed along the railroads the water supply for domestic use 
as well as for the operating needs of the railroads came almost 
entirely from drilled wells. 
During the first few years, however, the number of wells in 
each town was small. Water for domestic use was bought by 
the barrel, and there was none for shrubs or flowers. The onl 


green thing was the grass on the prairie in spring. The only 
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flowers were those growing wild. There were no trees closer 
than the nearest creek or canyon. 

There is no evidence that any sidewalks were ever built in 
Old Town Amarillo. When it rained the streets were loblollies, 
and when it was dry dust covered everything. There were a 
few well built residences, but most of the buildings were of the 
box type, actually little more than shelters from the rain. They 
were hot in summer and hard to heat in winter. All heating was 
with stoves using coal or cow chips as fuel, and the memory 
of the people who lived here in those days is one of snow and 
blizzards in winter and dust in summer. 

At the time the Fort Worth and Denver was projecting its 
line across the region, the Santa Fe was building its Kansas and 
Southern line from the northeast. It was well known in the 
Panhandle that an agreement existed between Mr. Strong, 
president of the Santa Fe, and General Grenville Dodge, builder 
of the Fort Worth and Denver, for the Kansas and Southern 
to terminate its line at a point about the center of Carson County 
where Dodge would cross this terminal with the Denver line. 

But in the spring of 1887 changes were made in the plans 
of General Dodge. His engineer, J. W. Field, advised him 
that the cost of building across the breaks of the Salt Fork of 
Red River through Old Clarendon to the terminus of the Kansas 
and Southern at Panhandle would greatly exceed his allotted 
amount of money for each mile of track. Field pointed out to 
him a route south of Old Clarendon along which costs could 
be held within the budget but which would miss the terminus 
of the Kansas and Southern by fifteen miles. He pointed out 
also that this route could effect a crossing of the Canadian River 
near Tascosa as easily as that originally planned. This was the 
route chosen, and thus it was that by April 1, engineer’s stakes 
were marking the right af way aeross Potter County. The Fort 
Worth and Denver fulfilled its committment to the Santa Fe 
by building a spur line from Washburn to the end of the 
Kansas and Southern at Panhandle to serve as a connection 
between the two lines. 

As this was taking place, merchants in Colorado City be- 
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came increasingly concerned over the possible loss of business 
that might result to them from the building of the new line. 
They know that at some point on the new railroad a supply 
center would be established that would serve the South Plains. 
Until this, all the supplies used by the ranches south of the 
Palo Duro Canyon had been hauled from Colorado City. 

James T. Berry, his brother W. T. Berry, Clabe Merchant, 
and others had promoted the town of Abilene in Taylor Coun- 
ty on the Texas and Pacific Railroad. Berry, an experienced 
townsite man, and the Colorado City merchants, viewing it 
from the south, knew that the proper location for the best 
money-making town on the new Fort Worth and Denver Rail- 
road would be the one nearest the most eastern crossing of the 
Palo Duro. This, they reasoned, would be the town that would 
divide the business south of the Palo Duro with Colorado City. 
This analysis, which later proved to be sound, was apparently 
missed, not only by the promoters of the Fort Worth and Den- 
ver Railroad, but also by the Santa Fe people in Chicago and 
by all others who viewed the problem from any direction other 
than Colorado City. 

It was probably during the month of April in 1887 that 
James T. Berry came to the area seeking a location for a town. 
He watched the grade stakes of the Fort Worth and Denver 
as they came over the caprock and moved across the prairies 
until he located a section that met his needs directly north of 
the most eastern crossing of the Palo Duro. The north third of 
the section was occupied by a deep lake around the south side 
of which ran the railroad grade stakes. He wanted to own this 
lake because he expected the biggest business of this town to 
be the shipping of cattle, and cattle need water. This was to 
be Berry’s new town. He filed his application with the General 
Land Office to purchase Section 188 in May 1887. The 
corners were located for him by his surveyor, Henry H. Luckett. 
He knew he would not be able to perfect his title to the school 
section until a year had passed, but he thought this would not 
interfere with his townsite plans. 

Others, however, had townsite plans, and events -moved 
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swiftly. The Comiissioners Court of Oldham County au- 
thorized the organization of Potter County and ordered an 
election for August 6, 1887, to decide the location of the 
county seat. Ihree townsites, in addition to Berry's, had been 
proposed. 

W. B. Plemons, who owned Section 12 on Amarillo Creek. 
urged it as a proper location, but withdrew before the election. 
H. B. Sanborn proposed “Plains City” on Section 156, now the 
Holland Addition to Amarillo. The strongest contender seemed 
to be the site offered by Jesse Jenkins on Section 22, Block 9, 
B. S. & F., where the railroad was to cross Amarillo Creek. 
Known as “rag town” and “Amorilla V illage,”’ this was the 
only actual settlement in the area. It had been the tented camp 
of the engineering crew under J. W. Field and was later oc- 
cupied by grading crews of Crudgington Brothers. It was this 
location that attracted the notice of Charles F. Rudolph, editor 
of the Tuscosa Pioneer, who printed in his July 16 issue the 


following news item: 


Some cowboys had consderable fun at Amorilla Village last night. The 
denizens of the place quit their habitations, it is said, and crawled into holes. 
The boys shot in and out of the tents and through them, and then gave the 
town back to its owners. 


In connection with this first Amarillo news item, there is a 
responding note shown on Justice of the Peace (Oldham Coun- 
ty) Allen T. Davidson’s Criminal Docket wherein John Gris- 
som was charged with “discharging a gun near the saloon of H. 


° . 
McDowell tn such a manner as was calculated to disturb the 


peace.” The complaint was filed on July 18, 1887, by H. 
McDowell. Complaint number two on the same date was 
filed by Charles Kimberly against Charles Gillespie charging 
him with “discharging a gun in and near the tent of Charles 
Kimberly in such a manner as was calculated to disturb the 
peace.” Each of these defendants was found guilty and fined 
$10.00 and costs. The third complaint was made by L. H. 
Smylie against Charles Wood alleging that Wood “discharged 
his gun near the tent of L. H. Smylie.” Wood was found 
“not guilty.” John Grissom and Charles Gillespie were cow- 
boys employed on the Frying Pan Ranch and later very re- 


spected citizens. 
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Amid this competition, and despite the dubious advantage 
offered by Jenkin’s “Amorilla Village,’ Berry went steadily 
ahead with his plans. At the LX Ranch he met John Holli- 
cott, the manager, who became a silent partner in Berry's en- 
terprise. They promised each LX cowhand two lots in the new 
town if it was elected the county seat by their votes. The ma- 
jority of the voters in the county worked for Hbollicott, and 
thus gave assurance that the Berry townsite would win. 

Election day came; Berry entered his site on the ballot as 
Onieda; Jenkins for some curious reason entered his as “Adessa,”’ 
and Sanborn’s was entered as “Plains City.” The election rec- 
ords at Vega (then at Tascosa) give the following results: 


Precinct Three Precinct Fou, 
County Seat (Frying Pan ranch) (LX ranch) Total 
Onieda (Section 188) 7 38 45 
Adessa (Section 22 3 0 3 
Plains City (Section 156) 5 0 5 
Total vote by precincts 15 38 53 


Jenkins’ town drew only three votes. H. B. Sanborn’s “Plains 
City” on Section 156 drew no votes at the LX and no more 
than a third of the votes at his own ranch. In contrast, the 
vote at the LX was unanimously for Berry’s townsite. Berry, 
experienced in county seat politics, had laid his plans well. 
Sanborn was himself astute in such matters, but he was absent 
and had depended on his employees, especially his bookkeeper 
W. W. Wetsell to get the necessary votes for his townsite. He 
was not to forget this lack of support. 

Thus, Berry’s location had won the election. But Onteda 
was not to be the name of the Potter County seat. In fact, 
this name seems never to have been used again. The name 
Amarillo seems soon to have been transferred to Berry's town, 
as were the few tents located out on Amarillo Creek on the 
land of Jesse Jenkins. But on August 20, two weeks after the 
county seat election, the following statement in which the 
editor continued to refer to Jesse Jenkins’ ragtown as “Amorilla” 


appeared in the Tascosa Pioneer: 
The scribe had heard so much of the fame of “Amorilla City” that he 


determined to make a run out there Monday. Amorilla was found to be all that 


-o9'2'yriedl mr donne 
oo oo aes oe bs 
om oT amo riad qd seo ysnos odd | 793! 


bap ss00iloH 10 besbovw > ‘ond aov oa < 
. aw bluow siianwos ‘rd odo serls soteuseee oveg eutls 
2 solled ods no’ ssie aid: beans seri Yarns gab: | ’ 


— saebA" an aid bareaet no2ee1 evar smoe to} enilas| ysbsinO 

| co noaggsle oT SiysiO enislT” 26 bowsns enw 2'atodake bos. . e 
| ealugos gaiwollol oda svig (seoves T a8 noe) apv a ebro : 
. . LU wel saps  miT naisnT ” 


lemT domex KF) (done: asd goigl) sve? ynawoD 
ap , st ib t we . ‘(B80 naizze2) sboinO 
€ 0 E vo (SS notaas?) seasbA 
@ 0 é =" © (@2L woissad) YD erat 
& 8 ef ened V0 stov lnioT 


enial Tt’ a 4H zsov ¥ soids ylao wath rod ‘enialo| 
ssem on bae X1.od3 38 esov on woth:dC 1, monzee no yi 
od eevinbo nl dong: awo zirl te -2o2oveeds to burly’ nacls 
yr .stiznwor 2‘ynol 101 xlewomnicuseus 2nw KF ‘oth 16 Ov 
i. enalg zicl biel bed 2riilog se9¢ yaaoo ni beonsieqxs 
secede esa ol Jud 21sec doue ni stusee Moemid 2ew modnae 
reqzaabslood ain ylisizaqe zsoyolqers ad no bobnsqab bed bas 
| eT. AmigsEi1o3 a sini “ea orks 193 03 ‘Users W.. W..W 

v2 to abel anrly” Jogiol @ 3011 tw 

iil ml ee di now ‘bed noia>ol ayn aud t 

a oe. al, 16% ee be a ox Jo omen. ee ad os Jon ew 


10 pad aks f0 ‘Wo bat sot si es ie BS odds “a9 y 2 pe “- 
saloow ows OS pes no 208 elek tact Ys Tea 


wily 


was claimed for it, and that means that it leads all places of its size and age in 
volume of business done. To be sure it is not a substantial town yet in any way, 
the houses all being tents and the citizens knowing that they shortly will have 
to move to a new location if they want to have the couny seat, the railroad 
junction to grow up into a city of first magnitude. All this they are preparing to 
do. At the election on the 30th a new town will be born in the great Panhandle, 
well worthy of it, and such workers as Judge W. B. Plemons, Colonel Berry, 
Clabe Merchant, A. T. Davidson, B. E. Green and several others who ought 

ro erly to be named will have full scope for their energies in its up-building. 
A splendid field is theirs. 

As indicated in the quotation, another election had been 
called for August 30, 1887, this for the selection of county 
officers. There were 18 candidates listed and a total of 51 
votes cast in this election. Fifty-three votes had been cast in the 
county seat election. The candidates and votes as tabulated on 
the election records now on file in the Oldham County Court- 


house at Vega are as follows: 
g 


Precinct Precinct 

CANDIDATES 3 4 Total 
For County Judge: 

W. B. Plemons 8 23 31 [elected] 

A. T. Davidson 7 13 20 
For County Clerk: 

W. D. Laird 13 38 51 [Elected } 
For Sheriff: 

James R. Gober 13 21 34 [Elected] 

William Ruth 1 15 16 
For Tax Assessor: 

J. W. Graves 8 22 30 [Elected ] 

William Wyness 5 12 17 
For Treasurer: . 

B. T. Ware — 17 17 

E. F. True 1 — 1 

E. P. Wood — 2 2 

Jim Gorsia 1 — 1 

John Bain 9 16 25 [Elected ] 
For Surveyor: 

E. A. Williams 6 12 18 

H. H. Luckett 8 25 33 [Elected] 
County Commissioner, 

Precinct 4: 

J. J. Seala (Sealey) 38 38 [Elected ] 

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 3: 

Charles Gillespie 6 6 [Elected ] 
Constable, Precinct 4: 

Lige Lynch 19 19 [Elected | 
Constable, Precinct 3: 


M. Beaver 5 5 {Elected ] 
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Immediately after the county seat election Berry had sought 
out R. E. Montgomery, the Denver’s townsite man, to make 
atrangements concerning a depot, stockyards, etc., for Ama- 
rillo, and on September 5, 1887, they signed a contract which 
states a consideration of $25,000 “which J. T. Berry and wife, 
Mary O. Berry, will truly pay if Fort Worth and Denver City 
Railway Company places its regular station and freight and 
passenger depot on Section 188 in Block 2, A.B.&M., on 
which the town of Amarillo [not Onieda!], the County Seat 
of said Potter County, is now situated.” The $25,000 was a 
guarantee to Montgomery that he, Berry, would deed an 
undivided one-fourth interest in Section 188 to the railroad 
along with right of way and trackage facilities. 

Section 188 is today bounded by Washington Street on the 
east and Georgia Street on the west, Reiter Eighth on the 
the north and Southwest Fighth on the south. The four 
corners of the section can be roughly stated as the Carver High 
School at the northeast corner, the McKinley School at the 
southeast corner, the intersection of Georgia and the Rock Island 
at the southwest corner, and North Eighth and Georgia at the 
northwest corner. 

The map of the new town, made by Henry H. Luckett, was 
finished shortly after the election. The streets which ran east 
and west were drawn to parallel the railroad tracks, First Street 
lying along the railroad right of way. This pattern set by 
Luckett called his east and west thoroughfares, streets, and those 
few of Amarillo’s streets run due north-south or due east-west. 
Luckett called his east and west thoroughfares, streets, and those 
running north and south, avenues. 

The avenues were named for contemporary local citizens 
and friends of Berry. The most easterly avenue was named 
Davidson, and, going to the west, the next one was Wallace 
Avenue. In the first column below are listed the streets as 
named by Luckett and in the second column are the names as 


changed by the zoning commission in 1927: 
ged by 8 


NAMED BY LUCKETT PRESENT NAME 
Davidson Avenue Hayden Street 
Wallace Avenue Ong Street 
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Courtney Avenue Lipscomb Street 


Greene Avenue Parker Street 
Mabry Avenuc Travis Street 
Hollicott Avenue Bowie Street 
Merchant Avenue Crockett Street 
Luckett Avenue Bonham Street 
Plemons Avenue Fannin Street 
Ireland Avenue Milam Street 
Sanborn Avenue Austin Street 
Wetsell Avenue Rusk Street 
Steffens Avenue Bryan Street 
McMasters Avenue McMasters Street 
Bowyer Avenue Bowyer Street 


On the map as Luckett made it, most of the blocks are 
300 feet by 250 feet with 80 foot streets and avenues. Forty 
nine blocks, those nearest the railroad, were divided into twenty- 
four lots each, 25 by 115 feet, with allowances for twenty foot 
alleys. The block presently occupied by the district head- 
quarters of the Texas Highway Department at Fifth and Bowte 
Streets was dedicated to the county for the permanent court- 
house. The lots in the blocks around the courthouse square 
all face the square. 

On September 26, 1887, the official family of Potter County 
had its first meeting. The first words written in Volume One 
of the commissioners’ court minutes by W. D. Laird, county 


clerk, read as follows: 


Be it remembered that the Commissioners’ Court of Potter County, Texas, 
met in called session at a temporary courthouse in the town of Amarillo on 
Monday, the 26th da yof September, 1887. [Present were: ] 

W. B. Plemons, County Judge, presiding 

H. T. Cornelius, Commissioner, Precinct No. | 
J. T. Holland, Commissioner, Precinct No. 2 
Chas. W. Gillespie, Commissioner, Precinct No. 3 
J. W. Seeley, Commissioner, Precinct No. 4 

W. D. Laird, County Clerk 

Jas. R. Gober, Sheriff 

John W. Graves, Tax Assessor 

John Bain, County Treasurer 

Henry H. Luckett, County Surveyor 


At the time of the election on August 30 there wete no 
voters in Precinct No. 1 and Precinct No. 2, consequently no 
commissioners were elected for these precincts. The county 
judge therefore appointed the commissioners for these pre- 
cincts to serve until the next election. 
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The first business agreed upon was the erection of a temporary 
courthouse 24 by 40 feet, “with two rooms 15 by 12 feet off 
of back of building, the house to be built of 12 foot boxing 
and weather boarded with the necessary doors and windows 
with one inch flooring and shingled roof.” J. T. Holland was | 
appointed by the court to make all arrangements for the con- | 
struction of the building. | 

It then came to the attention of the court that no county 
attorney had been elected in the recent election. I. S. Thur- 
mand was appointed county attorney. The court recessed until 
the next day. 

In the meeting of the next day, Tuesday, September 27th, 
the court ordered the payment of two dollars each to the 
election officials of each of the two voting boxes. Those who 
received pay for holding the election in Precinct 4 were James 
Wyness, John Henry, W. H. Ingerton, W. S. Thompson and 
E. A. Thompson. E. A. Thompson received an extra two 
dollars for delivering the returns to Tascosa. For holding the 
election in Precinct 3 two dollars was awarded to J. G. Gris- 
som, F. G. Johnson, C. W. Gillespie, J. A. Chambers and John 
Arnot. The court appropriated twenty-five dollars for the pur- 
chase of a tent, table and chairs as a temporary office for the 
county clerk, and H. T. Cornelius was authorized to obtain bids 
for the construction of a vault. 

The court met next on October 15 to award a contract for 
the erection of a temporary courthouse at 322 Courtney Avenue 
(now Lipscomb Street) to Mays, Hightower and Jackson, and 
the vault contract to George L. Lamar. H. T. Cornelius was 
delegated to employ teams and men “to convey the lumber for 
the temporary courthouse from the switch on the railroad to the 
lot where said house is to be erected.” Apparently Amarillo 
was getting frieght service by October 15, 1887. 

The court convened again on October 22. Eight dollars 
was appropriated for the county surveyor, Henry Luckett, to 
make an accurate map of Potter County, and sixty-seven dollars 


fifty cents was paid to J. T. Holland for a trip to Austin. John 
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Bain, the county treasurer, was ordered to deposit county funds 
with the City National Bank of Fort Worth. 

The next meeting of the court occurred on October 28. 
George L. Lamar was granted an extension of time until De- 
cember | to complete work on the vault, and James L. Gober, 
sheriff and tax collector, was allowed until November 7 to file 
his bond as tax collector. Authority was granted for Mr. High- 
tower to purchase three galvanized iron flues, one dozen chairs, 
and three stoves for the temporary courthouse. 

On November 7, 1887, the court met again. Henry H. 
Luckett was requested to transcribe the Potter County tax roll 
from the Oldham County records. Martin Van Buren Kenney 
was appointed justice of the peace, although no entry was 
made in the justice of the peace docket between August 19th, 
1887, and July 16, 1888. W. D. Laird, county clerk, was 
ordered to supervise the construction of the courthouse and 
vault. The bond of James R. Gober signed by Gober, James T. 
Berry, R. M. Moore and W. A. George was accepted. The 
court authorized payment of the bills for the twelve chairs and 
three stoves and to H. E. Ortman for hauling lumber for the 
county. 

On November 14, 1887, the court again convened, prob- 
ably meeting in the new temporary courthouse. Bills were 
ordered paid to H. H. Luckett, Cameron Lumber Co., Berry 
and Luckett for materials furnished, and to J. T. Holland. 
M. V. Kenny’s bond as justic of the peace and John Bain’s 
financial report were accepted. The treasurer’s report showed 
a balance of $1024.34 in the City National Bank .of Fort 
Worth. 

Meetings of the court were held on November 28 and again 
on November 30. In the latter meeting the bond of F. G. 
Johnson, hide and animal inspector, was accepted. The office 
of animal inspector was very important since he passed on the 
cattle brands of the cattle brought in for shipment and by this 
time the stock pens out near the present location of the Amert- 
can Zinc Smelter had been completed and cattle shipments 
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were heavy. This was the last meeting of the commissioners’ 
court in 1887. 

The first business establishments of any town are always in- 
teresting. Information about commercial affairs in Old Town 
Amarillo are derived principally from two sources: occupation 
tax records and the first issue of the Amarillo Champion of 
May 17, 1888. The Amarillo Champion, edited by H. H. 
Brooks, was the first newspaper in town, and its first number 
carried advertisements of practically all concerns doing business 
in Amarillo at that time. 

At the corner of Courtney Avenue (now Lipscomb Street) 
and Third Street, C..W. Chadwick offered for sale groceries, 
provisions, cigars, tobacco, grain, and seed. This was appar- 
ently the first store in town. It had been started by M. V. 
Kenney who bought the lot at 301 Courtney from James T. 
Berry on November 4, 1887, in the first recorded sale of a 
town lot. Since Berry at that time did not have full title him- 
self to the town section, he could not give Kenney a deed. 
Instead, the instrument was actually a guarantee that Kenney 
might buy Lot 24 in Block 24 for one-half the price which the 
adjoining Lot 23 “may bring at a general sale of town lots of 
the town of Amarillo which is to take place sometime during 
the spring of 1888.” Kenney was to give Berry his note for this 
amount payable in three years from the date of sale and bear- 
ing ten per cent interest. On his side of the agreement Berry 
made a bond for one thousand dollars insuring Kenney of de- 
livery of title. Kenney ordered lumber from the William Cam- 
eron Lumber Company of Quanah, Texas, for the purpose of 
building a “store house’’ on the lot, but must have changed his 
mind because he deeded the property to W. E. Bush on January 
7th, 1888, for $165.00, Bush to assume the payment of 
$65.00 due William Cameron along with the obligation to 
Berry. The deed was filed for record, and in the margin of 
the page appears an acknowledgment by William Cameron of 
payment by Bush on March 27th, 1888. 

It was apparent in this “store house’ that Chadwick was 


offering his wares. Incidentally, Chadwick paid the second 
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occupation tax to be paid in Amarillo. The first was paid by 
Frank Anglin, one of Hollicott’s LX cowboys, on January |, 
1888. This was probably the first day that a tax could be 
legally assessed and collected. The amount was thirty-seven 
cents which covered a three months’ period for a small busi- 
ness. It 1s thought that the business was a restaurant located 


8 
at what is now 309 Fannin Street. 


R. M. Moore bought lots 11 and 12, Block 20 (220 and 
221 Lipscomb) from Berry on the same terms as described in 
the Kenney transaction. Since Moore was appointed the first 
postmaster, it may be assumed that the first post office was 
located at 222 Lipscomb where Moore conducted a coal busi- 
ness. Moore held the post office only a short time and was 
succeeded by George T. Berry, Junior, a nephew of James T. 
Berry. 

The first physician and druggist was E. A. Jones, M.D., 
who paid the third occupation tax, thirty-seven cents for one 
quarter. He paid the tax on April 25th and had an adver- 
tisement in the first issue of The Champion which stated that 
he was a dealer in “drugs, patent medicines, toilet articles, per- 
fumes and everything kept in a first class drug store. Call and 
examine our stock of paints and oils.” The location of the 
Jones Store 1s unknown since there 1s no real estate transaction 
of record. 

The location of the Burns and Walker Company is also 
unknown, although James Lowery Smith, a junior member of 
the firm, came to the Panhandle from the main store at Colo- 
rado City in the spring of 1888 and selected Amarillo as the 
location for their new store. Mr. Walker then came up from 
Colorado City, and after riding or driving to Tascosa, Wash- 
burn, and Panhandle he confirmed Smith’s judgment. Mr. 
Smith paid the fourth occupation tax of $6.24 for six months 
operation of Burns, Walker and Company on May 7th, 1888. 
The firm had an advertisement in the first issue of The Cham- 
pion which tead, “headquarters for ranch supplies, dry goods, 
clothing, hats, boots and shoes. Grain and stock salt. See them 
or write for prices.” | 
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George A. F. Parker, a lifelong friend of Smith’s stated that 
Smith was also Amarillo’s first banker. “He ran the business 
in connection with his general store and had deposits of money 
from many counties. He was a very accomodating banker in 
all but one thing — he would not lend anybody any money. 
He said he needed all of it in his own business.” Parker also 
said, “My first day in Amarillo, September 1888, I met J. L. 
Smith, resident partner of the firm of Burns, Walker and Com- 
pany, the leading merchants of the town.” 

Smith was twenty-seven years of age at the time of his ar- 
rival in Amarillo. He was accompanied by his wife, Marie 
Bynum Smith, formerly of Hornlake, Mississippi. These two 
young people were in the forefront of every cultural move- 


ment in Amarillo for a generation. At the wedding of Cora 


Brooks, the daughter of H. H. Brooks, in 1889, Sane played 
Lohengrin’s Wedding March on the piano. He organized the 
town’s first band and played the cornet 

The Mittenthal Company paid an occupation tax of seventy- 
five cents on May 8th. The location of this business was 216 
Green Avenue (now Parker Street). There was no advertise- 
ment in The Champion. 

William Martin was a merchant whose business was near 
the size of Burns-Walker. He paid an occupation tax of seven 
dollars and fifty cents on May 20th, and the location of his 
business was at what is now 301 Parker Street. Martin was 
another of the merchants from Colorado City who came with 
Berry 

D. R. Aiken paid an occupation tax on July 12, 1888, for 
of a small business, but the nature of the business is unknown 
since he did not carry an ad in The Champion. 

The Amarillo House belonging to James T. Berry and John 
Hollicott was probably the first permanent structure built in 
Amarillo. The managers, Wyman and Burns, advertised that 
they “keep the best hotel in Potter and surrounding counties. 
Their tables are supplied with the best the market affords. 
They make commercial trade a specialty.” This hotel, lo- 
cated at what is now 220-222 Parker Street, was begun with 
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only a few rooms but was soon enlarged. IT. B. Hinkle for the 
McReynolds Lumber Company filled a mechanics hen against 
it for lumber and material which he stated Berry and Hollicott 
obtained from him for an addition to the “Hotell.” In its final 
shape this building was a large two-story hotel and probably 
was the largest and best hotel in the Panhandle. 

The J. D. McReynolds Company located at what is now 101, 
103 and 105 Travis Street were dealers in lumber and build- 
ing materials. The ad in The Champion stated, “office near 
the depot.” This first Amarillo lumber business was managed 
by T. B. Hinkle. 

Fred G. Johnson paid a tax of $150.00 for the privilege of 
operating a saloon at what is now 213 Lipscomb Street. This 
saloon was referred to by T. B. Hinkle of the McReynolds 
Lumber Company as the Johnson and Gober Saloon. Gober 
was sheriff and Johnson was hide and animal inspector. 

J. J. Seely also paid $75.00 for a permit to sell beer at what 
is now 301 Ong Street. Seely was county commissioner of 
Precinct Four (the LX Ranch box). 

J. S. Mayfield Company advertised a lumber business in 
The Champion, but no other information is available, and it 
paid no occupation tax. 

H. T. Cornelius had the first livery stable. His ad in The 
Champion read: “Livery, Feed and Sales Stables. Good rigs 
furnished and the best care taken of stock. Patrenage solicited. 
Charges moderate.” This business began in a tent at what ts 
now 400 Bowie. His residence was located at present 319 
Parker Street. Cornelius came here from Snyder, Texas, where 
he had closed out the H Dot Ranch. He and his wife drove 
his covered wagon and a herd of horses from Snyder to Amarillo. 
He thought the operation of a livery stable would be a good 
way to use his horses. He was appointed County Commissioner 
in September of 1887. He was a very influential citizen for 
many years. 

Another business was that of Abraham Hezman. We are 
indebted to T. B. Hinkle for this information since Hezman 
did not pay an occupation tax nor did he advertise in The 
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Champion. In the Mechanics Lien Records Hinkle states that 
he sold Abe Hezman material for the construction of a store 
building next door north of the Johnson and Gober Saloon, 
on Lot 9 Block 20, which is today 216 Lipscomb Street. 

C. W. Merchant was the local agent for James H. Campbell 
and Company, livestock commission merchants of Kansas City 
and Chicago. He had an ad in The Champion. 

Also in The Champion’s first issue this ad appeared: ““This 
space reserved for W. M. Barnett, who will open a large stock 
of wines, liquors and cigars in the building north of the hotel 
next week.” No occupation tax, however, seems to have been 
paid for such a business. | 

John H. Wills and J. T. Holland, real estate men, did not 
have an ad in The Champion, but they paid an occupation tax. 
Their office was probably located at what is now 212 Parker, 
just north of the hotel. 

The Panhandle Real Estate Exchange, a partnership com- 
posed of J. M. Adams, E. A. Allday and J. D. McReynolds, 
advertised in The Cham pion. This firm sold and bought land, 
examined and furnished titles, maintained contact with the 
state land office, and acted as agents in lending money at 129/ 
interest. The J. D. McReynolds was the same man who was 
interested with Adams in the lumber business managed by 
T. B. Hinkle. 

The lawyers who paid an occupation tax in 1888 were V. J. 
Long and J. L. Richardson. J. S$. Thurmond, an attorney who 
had been appointed County Attorney on September 26, 1887, 
did not pay a tax. B. E. Greene who was attorney for Ber 
did not pay a tax; he may, however, have been here from Abi- 
lene or Colorado City only for a short time as needed by Berry. 
By July 1, 1888, there were eleven stores, a hotel, a restau- 
rant, two lawyer's offices, two real estate offices and two cattle 
brokers in Amarillo. The population was about 200. Passenger 
service had begun on the Fort Worth and Denver on March 
18, and through passenger service was inaugurated with a 
four-section excursion train carrying 500 Texas business men 


from Fort Worth to Denver on March 26. 
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The most important feature, perhaps, in the first issue of 
H. Brooks’ Amarillo Champion was the advertisement of 


Berry's lot sale on May 29th. 


Sale to begin at 10 o’clock. Special train from Fort Worth. Free barbeque 
.. + Amarillo is situated in Potter County and is the County Seat of said 
County, on the Fort Worth and Denver City Railroad and at the headwaters of 
the Amarillos, beautiful streams of living water. The surveyed lines of the 
Kansas and Southern and Frisco Railroads form a junction with the Fort Worth 
and Denver within the town limits of Amarillo. Both these roads are in course 
of construction, and the Kansas and Southern is now completed and in operation 
to a point 72 miles northeast of Amarillo and it is expected that the road will 
be completed to Amarillo in time to handle the cattle shipping of summer and 
fall. [The line was not built, however, for another twenty years. | 


In contrast with the enthusiasm every one else seemed to 
have over the future of the new town, R. E. Montgomery, 
the Denver townsite man, still maintained his faith that Wash- 
burn would be the big town of the Panhandle. Two days after 
Berry’s lot sale, Montgomery sold the interest of the Fort Worth 
and Denver in the townsite of Amarillo to William Martin, 
the merchant, for $1000. The short line from Washburn to 
Panhandle had been put in service on April 9, making Wash- 
burn in effect the terminus of the Kansas and Southern. Mont- 
gomery maintained his faith in Washburn for another ten 
years. His position would have been sound if he could have 
secured a rail line running south from Washburn to setve the 
South Plains. This was the business that was building Ama- 
rillo, but a rail line from Washburn to the southwest would 
have cut Amarillo off from this business. Three proposed plans 
during the nineties for such a line each seemed about to become 
a reality only to have something spoil the plans. When a line 
finally came in 1898 its terminus was Amarillo, not’ Wash- 
burn. Had Montgomery been successful, however, in securing 
any one of the lines that seemed certain for a time to be built 
out of Washburn, his town could have been the big town of 
the Panhandle. 

Berry’s lot sale was reasonably successful. The deed records 
reflect the selling and trading of lots through the last days of 
May and on through June and July. Bonds of $40,000 were 


issued in July for the construction of a brick courthouse lo- 
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cated on Block 40, the block that had been dedicated to the 
county by James T. Berry for this purpose. 

The Champion also quoted from. other newspapers already 
in existence in the Panhandle: Panhandle City Herald, Higgins 
Courier, Ochiltree Times, Afliami Ranger, Canadian Crescent, 

o 
and Canadian Free Press. Yhere was also a statement con- 
cerning the Crosby County News to the effect that it carried 
several advertisements of Amarillo firms, but the paper ad- 
vised its readets to go to Colorado City to trade. The Cham pion 
editor suggested that citizens of Crosby County could make 
money by trading in Amarillo. 


In the editorial comment: Mc. Brooks wrote about Amarillo: 


There has never been any razzooper measures used to boom the town, 
yet it has ‘growed and growed’ until more business is done here than any other 
town in the Panhandle. The water problem has been solved, for numerous wells 
have been sunk and at a depth of 150 feet and abundance of good, pure water 
has been found. Within two miles of Amarillo are found numerous springs 
furnishing water sufficient for a city of 500,000 inhabitants, and a project is 
now under way to supply this city with a complete water system .. . The stock 
pens are one mile west of Amarillo. This will place them within one or two miles 
of a hundred springs in East and West Amarillos, and if 100,000 cattle drank at 
the unlimited supply each day, the streams would not be perceptibly lowered... 

In the Palo Duro Canyon is to be found an inexhaustible forest of cedar 
from one to two miles wide and forty miles long . . . Coal in Amarillo at $4.50 
per ton. Because of the cheapness, comes from Trinidad, Colorado. Building 
lumber of all kinds is now selling at from $22.50 to $25.00 per thousand feet. 
Tax rolls show $2,500,000 worth of taxable property thus proving that Potter 
County today is the richest in the Panhandle. Work will commence within the 
next 90 days on the railroad from Panhandle City to Amarillo. [This did not 
happen until 20 years later. | 


As news items, Mr. Brooks wrote: 

Judge Plemons went to Austin Monday night to attend the opening 
ceremonies of the new state capitol. Colonel Berry to Austin—land business— 
interest of the town company. Captain C. W. Merchant returned from Fort 
Worth Monday night. Lawyer Davidson suffering throat ailment—went to 
Dallas for operation. There are five large buildings being erected. Engineer 
King killed in freight wreck a few miles west of town. Sad calamity du to a 
washout. 


On November 6th, 1888, the first regular bienntal elec- 
tion was held in Potter County. The candidates and their 


votes appear as follows in the Potter County Election Record: 
County Judge—J. L. Richardson 6; W. B. Plemons, 71; Lige Lynch, 1; 
Plemons re-clected. 
- County Clerk—W. L. Laird, 34; W. S. Thompson, 11; Ed Sturdivant, 36; 


Sturdivant clected. 
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Sheriff—J. R. Gober, 51; M. V. Kenney, 17; Jacob Lowmiller, 10; 
Gober re-elected. 
Treasurer—John Bain, 61; James Wyness, 21; Bain re-elected. 
Tax Assessor—E. F. True, 38; J. W. Graves, 42; Graves re-elected. 
County Surveyor—E. A. Williams, 72; B. Nye, 1; William elected. 
Hide & Animal Inspector—J. P. Flores, 32; ae Johnson, 48; Johnson 
re-elected. 
County Commissioner—Prec. 2 J. V. Pottinger, 2; R. M. Moore, 3. 
Prec 3 C. W. Gillespie, 9; P. L. Gallagher, 5. 
Justice of the Peace—W. M. Andrews, 55; T. B. Collins, 1; Andrews 
elected. 
Constable—M. M. Givens, 47; W. M. Bell, 9; Robt. True, 1; Givens 


elected. 

Other write-in votes were cast in the different races for J. V. 
Pottinger, Billie Bell, G. L. Browning, Cal Walker, L. Mc- 
Ginnis and John Sanders. The county clerk, W. D. Laird, 
was the only official who was defeated for re-election. Shortly 
after the election, when the 47th Judicial District was or- 
ganized, W. B. Plemons was appointed 1 its first judge by the 
governor. Ihe county commissioners then appointed ee 
Quinn to succeed Plemons as county judge. 

As 1888 came to a close there was pride in the accomplish- 
ments of the year and great optimism for the future. The con- 
struction of a brick and stone courthouse was well along toward 
completion, railroad service was well established, the stores 
were supplying the needs of the ranches over a wide area, busi- 
ness was good, and cattle shipments had been heavy. 

During the first part of the year 1889, it appeared that 
optimism was justifiable. Many constructive steps were taken. 
The first church was built, the people voted overwhelmingly 
to have their property taxed for the maintenance of free public 
schools, the streets and alleys of the town were declared to be 
public highways, four roads were surveyed and dedicated as 
county roads to the county line, and twenty acres of land were 
purchased by the county as a burial ground, a cemetery known 
today as Llano Cemete 

The new courthouse had finally cost $33,000, as recorded 
in the minutes of August 17th. On December 16th the court 


ordered “that $225.00 be paid to H. H. Wallace for the house 


in Amarillo formerly occupied by Wallace and Turner as a law 
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office and said house shall be turned over to the sheriff of 
this county to be used as a residence of the jailor.”’ 

On May 15, 1889, a petition was presented to the com- 
missioners court asking that an election be held with the aim 
of establishing a free school district and a tax levy of 15 cents 
on the $100 of taxable property to maintain such a school. The 
court set June 8th as the date of the election and appointed 
four election officials for the four election precincts, as follows: 
C. B. Vivian at the courthouse; W. T. Pottinger, Precinct 2; 
Frying Pan ranch, Lee B. Hayden; and LX ranch, John Bell. 

On June 10th the votes cast in the school election of the 
8th were canvassed and it was found that the proposition had 
carried 53 votes for and four votes against. C. B. Vivian, 
George Gober, J. C. Hoel, M. Myrick and J. C. Williams 
helped with the election at the courthouse and were ordered 
paid $4 each. 

ets. Hayden, chairman of the new school board, appeared 
on July 15th before the commissioners court and asked for the 
old courthouse building. It was proposed that it be moved to 
another location and used as a school. The court ordered the 
building sold to the school district for $5.00 and voted a tax 
levy of $2,216.44 for the public school operation. 

The location of the school was the eight-hundred block vies 
tween Harrison and Van Buren streets. An unused saloon 
building was also moved and attached to the first courthouse 
building to form the school building that served the town for 
a decade. When the new brick building was built in later 
years at 1200 Polk Street, the property on Harrison Street was 
sold and the old building converted to residential use. 

The first church organization was a union church formed 
late in 1888 with members from all denominations taking a 
part. Within a few months the Methodist Church acquired 
property as a donation from Sanborn at 701 Jackson. and with 
the full support of the union group the first church building 
was erected. The same united support was given the Baptist, 
Christian and Presbyterian groups during the next two years 
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as each demonimation similarly undertook the erection of a 
building for their own work. 

On August 14th a jury of view was appointed to “lay off 
and establish four first class roads to run east and west and north 
and south to boundary lines of Potter County, said roads to 
start from Amarillo, the county seat of Potter County.” The 
persons named were: Tuck Cornelius, A. F. Criswell, B. B. 
Hayden and J. P. Flores. In the meeting of September 17th the 
court minutes reveal that the members failed to qualify and the 
order of August 14th was revoked. On November 12th, how- 
ever, a report on roads was laid before the court by A. F. Cris- 
well, J. W. Graves, A. H. Wallace, Flem McGinnis and H. T. 
Cornelius with A. L. Shoemaker, surveyor. The roads laid 
out and recommended by this “jury’’ were as follows: The road 
to the south began at the southwest corner of Section 169, ap- 
proximately at 6th and Lincoln Streets and followed the east 
section lines of Sections 170, 171, 172 and 173 and the west 
lines of Section 155, 154, and 153 to the corner of 152. The 
road probably followed present Lincoln Street. The north road 
began at the northeast corner of Section 169, approximately 
Northeast Eighth and Fillmore Streets and ran north along the 
east lines of 168, 167, 166 and 165 along present highway 
287. | 
The east road began at the same location, at Northeast 
Eighth and Fillmore Streets, and went east along the north 
lines of Sections 156, 137, 12, 105, 92 and 73 to the north- 
east corner of 73. This road is the present Northeast Eighth 
Avenue. 

The west road followed Northwest Eighth along the section 
line west until it reached the Fort Worth and Denver tracks at 
the stock pens, then followed the railroad track. Two of these 
roads laid out by this committee still exist as state and national 
highways. 

While Amarillo was a turbulent frontier town, it was never 
without law enforcement. The large herds of cattle driven in 
for shipment had cowboys attending to the driving. They were 
usually paid at the time of shipment, since they had no money to 
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spend, and since they were young men who had been at lonesome 
work on the ranches for months, any town with a saloon and 
a dance hall looked good to them. They took Dodge City when 
they finished a drive there, and they expected to do the same 
in Amarillo. They wete allowed to have their fun in Amarillo, 
but when they went too far, there was always Jim Gober the 
sheriff. 

Gober’s jail down in Old Town has been described as built 
of two-by-four lumber nailed flat with one small window and 
one narrow door and less than six feet in height on the inside. 
A tall man or a cowboy with his hat on could not stand erect 
in the building. 

During the time M. V. Kenney was justice of the peace he 
docketed only four cases. He tried only three of these, leaving 
the fourth to be tried by his successor, W. M. Andrews. In 
the first of these, recorded in the docket as Number one on 
July 16, 1888, R. B. Bledsoe was charged by N. H. Tudor 
with “stealing two twenty dollar gold pieces from the person 
of N. H. Tudor.” Gober made the atrest. The state was 
represented by J. L. Richardson, county attorney, and the de- 
fendant by Virgil S. Long. The written words of Kenney are 
as follows: “The Defendant pleads not guilty the testimony 
is redused to writing and herd, the Court by the Evidence 
does not think it sufficient to sustain the charge and the prisinor 
is turned loose.” 

The second case on his docket reads as follows: 


State of Texas vs. John Stahl. Complaint filed by Anny Woods against 
John Stahl charged with distrubing the Peace and striking Anny Woods. Arrest 
made by James Gober, Sheriff. Cause came on to be herd the 8th day of 
September, 1888, the defft pleads not guilty evidence given of witnesses Pe 
Wood Nella Wood and Clark Hoel, according to the evidence I find the Deft 
guilty of disturbing the peace and fine him ty Dollars and cost of sute there 
was not evidence enough to Place Deft under Peace Bond. M. V. Kenny. Fine 


$10.00, Costs, 4.35. 1435 P. D. M. V. Kenny. 


The third case was probably filed at the same time and over 
the same incident as the one above. As shown on Kenny’s 
docket: 


Complaint by Nelly Wood against Bob Bledsoe charged with striking 
Nella Wood and Disturbing the Peace. Warrant issued on 7th day of Sep- 
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tember 1888 and placed in the hands of James Gober, Sheriff, returned not 
executed. [Perhaps Bledsoe had left the county.] 


The next item docketed by Kenny was a complaint filed 
by Gober, the sheriff against R. M. Moore, a county commis- 
sioner, on November 11th. Moore was charged with “striking 
and cutting with a knife E. F. True.” The warrant of arrest 
was issued on the 8th day of November and placed in the 
hands of James Gober ,the sheriff. In his docket on the 19th 


Kenny writes as follows: 


November 19th, 1888. W. M. Andrews who being elected at the last 
general election (Nov. 6th) of State and County officers as Justice of the 
Peace of Precinct No. one Potter County this day qualified before the Com- 


missioners Court as said Justice and took possession of said office. 

In the case against Moore in which he was charged with 
stabbing E. F. True, Andrews placed Moore under a one 
thousand dollar bond, pending indictment by the Grand Jury. 
Sureties on this bond were J. L. Smith, Thomas Wallace and 
J. T. Holland. 

The next two cases were filed by James Gober against Joel 
Taulby and Henry Westbrook charging them with “cursing 
and swearing and useing loud and vulgar language in a public 
place.” They pleaded guilty and paid fines of one dollar and 
costs. Those are the last cases shown in the docket for 1888. 
Considering the number of cases docketed by Andrews during 
1889, it is reasonable to assume that Kenny had many mote 
cases than he docketed. 

From January 1, 1889, to August 19, 1889, Andrews en- 
tered 106 cases in his docket. The cases coming into court the 
most often were vagrancy charges, fifty in all. Thirty-two were 
filed against women. Annie and Nellie Woods were arrested 
several times, but altogether there were twenty-six different 
women brought into court during the nine months petiod. 
Some of these gave only a first name. There were Blanch, Pearl 
Wichita and Bella and among the men were were Cupalo, 
Cops and Dan. 

There were seventeen cases of assault. Since they were all 
between men and were misdemeanors, they were probably 
fist fights. Some of the defendants and complainants were well 
known people; George S. Berry charged the new county judge, 
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D. N. Quinn and Ben Hirsh with assault, the arresting officer 
was C. B. Vivian. Vivian a short time afterward charged the 
sheriff, Gober, with an assaule on him and F. G. Johnson ar- 
rested the sherif. Gober, then on the same day, arrested Jacob 
Lowmiller charging that Lowmiller had assaulted him. One 
Frank Gautt charged H. R. Morrow (the founder of Morrow- 
Thomas Hardware) with an assault upon him, Gautt. Charley, 
(the cook) was charged with an assault on H. W. McGregor, 
and he was atrested by C. F. Rudolp who had left his newspaper 
business at Tascosa and was for a short time a deputy sheriff 
in Potter County. He shows up later as county clerk of Sher- 
man County, Texas. 

There was one charge of murder which was filed on January 
14, 1889, against James R. Gober, the sheriff. He had killed 

. M. Givins, the constable. The complaint was made by 
W. H. Woodman, the district attorney. The arrest was made 
by E. F. True, a very good friend of Gober’s. Gober was placed 
under bond by Andrews, the justice of the peace, pending 
action by the grand jury. Following his indictment by the 
grand jury, he was tried and acquitted in the district court, on 
September 11th, 1889. 41944771 

The latter part of the year 1889 was to furnish traumatic 
experiences to Old Town Amarillo. Not only had Sheriff Gober 
been arrested and tried for murder, but other incidents of court- 
house friction were to break out. At a meeting of the com- 
missioners court on September 9, 1889, H. T. Cornelius 
asked to be relieved as surety on bonds of several county of- 
ficials. The court minutes state, “it further appearing that 
other sureties are insolvent it 1s ordered by the court that new 
bonds be filed by: E. L. Sturdivant, county clerk; W. M. 
Andrews, justice of the peace; James R. Gober, sheriff and tax 
collector; John Bain, county treasurer; Sam F. Dunn, hide and 
animal inspector.” The bonds set for Gober were raised to 
$12,000 as tax collector for th county and $5,000 for collector 
of state taxes. 

In the meeting of September 30th the bond of Gober was 


re-adjusted to $5,000. 
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On October 7th the new bonds for Groves, Sturdivant, An- 
drews, and Dunn were accepted as satisfactory. The bonds of 
Bain and Gober were rejected, and they were allowed until 
October 10th to file new bonds. The bonds submitted by 
Bain and Gober on the 10th were rejected by the court. On 
the 12th, W. C. Henderson, county attorney, resigned and 
the offices of sheriff and tax collector and of county tteasurer 
were also declared to be vacant by the court. 

On October 14th J. W. Link was appointed county attorney 
and his bond was approved. In this same session three ap- 
plicants appeared asking for the sheriff's office, J. R. Gober, 
A. F. Criswell and J. P. Flores. The court voted three votes 
for Criswell, two for Gober and none for Flores, so Criswell 
was appointed sheriff and tax collector. 

November Ist the court met and appointed A. H. Wallace 
to be county treasurer to succeed John Bain. Gober was or- 


dered by the court to 


. turn over all books, papers, jail keys and everything that said Gober had 
acquired possession of by virtue of being sheriff and tax collector of Potter 
County, Texas. It is further ordered that the county attorney be and he is in- 
structed to bring suit against Gober and sureties on his bonds for money which 
Gober failed to pay over to the county treasurer, after being duly notified as 


required by law. 

On November 2nd at a called session of the court an order 
was entered which notified John D. McCall, comptroller of 
the State of Texas, that “James R. Gober is making an effort 
to collect the state taxes for Potter County without first making 
a good bond.” The court also ordered the county clerk to have 
notices published in “‘both newspapers of Potter County to 
notify all tax payers in Potter County that James R. Gober is 
no longer the legally qualified tax collector and if they pay 
their taxes to said Gober they will do so at their peril.” The 
court also ordered the employment of J. N. Browning “to prose- 
cute the suit to remove J. R. Gober from the office as sheriff 
and the county judge is hereby authorized to sign a contract 
with said J. N. Browning for said purpose and that $150.00 
be paid as part payment for such service.” 

On November 14th the court approved the quarterly report 


of John Bain, county treasurer, who had been deposed on 


bie hongiens pod onwen’ caorbaatl DW eb oth 


gouses9t yaaa val , | 
; “muoo:act xd sanony ad ot-boshsb-oele sx 
yomons qninhomennes zew dail .W[ dal ode20 nO - 
qe vowlt moizeoe sense, ers al bovengq 2 enw bod: eich bae 
aedow) S.]..20o.eBinade oda 20) - re 


ue 


estoy sails boser-seres- od F enol . J bie Move ALA 


floweii) Gz 2x0l1 ai son bas tedowd 201, owt llewenD 10% 
soeller x23 bas Lnarle, brantioggs: tsw 
saciieW JH LA baraioggs bas 390 swo2 “Sc el podmavoV1 


0, aw vdod, ciel — beesaue a3 msuens, yaiuiod 2d 07 


_. = @2 muogarlg'yd bersb 
berk asco bine ‘de Re ids cmb ‘a poe Tied pom julood” ie revo mtu? , 
133301 to dometlos xex bone Vinsde ymiod to suntv yd fo. ‘boriupos 


-ai eh od bee od yarromse yonvos sit ert botsbro persone = i hme 
doisde yonor: got ebnoed vid no eizaue-bins de raiags tive gah 


an batlitor, yee weal sip aarueman.Ysouoa oft ad v9. YBq én i nhy rics 


xd basinipon 
sobio ne 34rt09 oft Jo norese belles 2 ae boS ‘cae nO - 
to sallomqetas WsDoM .@ adolf betlizon doidw bemans enw 

Tolls ne gniadeen a tsdod A 2omel” ses 2ex9T Yo soe72 och 
: | iv¢ yan) 191307 70} tae onside ef 330llo9 09 


tein Sgritiem 3 
© Soop el On dels ‘anid ga borsbi o2ls so: oat . bod bang 


o3 ysnnoD i907 Yo anqeqewon thod™ ni be 


| ai ai A bi nN ae tox ni ere x63 8 “ms 7 = 


October 12th. The county attorney was ordered to take neces- 
sary steps to force W. M. Andrews to pay over the balance 
of money due the county. Eight dollars was ordered paid to 
Jacob Lowmiller for waiting on the fourt for four days during 
the special meetings. Ihe court ordered that no money be 
paid or warrants issued by the clerk to J. R. Gober for any 
services after November Ist. The clerk was also ordered to 
notify Gober to turn over any occupation taxes collected by him. 

At the last meeting of the year, December 16th, 1889, a 
fee of fifty dollars was allowed to ar iintot te F. Turner for his legal 
services 1n the case of State of Texas, Ex Relator D. N. oneerate 
vs J. R. Gober. So it would appear that the Gober matter had 
been settled. 

In summing up the reasons for deposing Gober and Bain it 
would appear that “failure to make a bond” that was acceptable 
to the majority of the court was not the reason. After the 
court declared the office of sheriff vacant on October 12th, it 
voted three to two against Gober on the 14th. From this it 
would appear that two members considered his bond satisfactory 
two days later. The two members who voted for Gober were 
probably Charles Gillespie and John Henry since they attended 
no more meetings until Henry came to the meeting of Febru- 
ary 11, 1890, and Gillespie began attending again on March 
Ist. This left the County Judge D. N. Quinn and Commis- 
stoners Holland and Moore to carry on all through the Gober 
crisis. 

All this bickering and strife took place some six months 
after the occupation of the new courthouse. While this had 
been going on, the first gentle tollings of the death knell of 
Old Town Amarillo might have been heard. H. B. Sanborn, 
who had failed in his attempt to promote “Plains City,” had 
not given up. Instead, he took a new and different tack. In 
November of 1888 he filed a plat of Section 169 as the Glidden 
and Sanborn Addition to Amarillo. 

This move was generally known, but was not thought to 
have any particular ‘significance except that the addition would 
give the town plenty of growing room and the comforting 
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thought that a man of Sanborn’s stature was joining their 
venture. 

The sale of lots in the addition was begun at Houston where 
Sanborn maintained an office for the promotion and sale of 


the Ellwood and Glidden barbed wire. The first sale recorded 
was Lot 13, Block 33 (319 Polk Street), to A. D. Dean on 
November 5,1888. The real estate firm of J. T. Holland and 
John H. Wills became active as Sanborn’s Amarillo agents be- 
fore the first of January 1889. Through them, Sanborn of- 
fered to trade lot for lot and to pay for the moving of houses 
to the new addition, even in some cases permitting persons 
who moved to keep their old town lots. 

H. T. Cornelius was probably the first to move. Since his 
baby daughter (now Mrs. E. L. Smith of Amarillo), was the 
first girl born in Amarillo, Sanborn made Mrs. Cornelius a 
present of two lots on the corner of Fourth and Fillmore Streets 
in the new addition, to which Cornelius moved his house from 
Old Town. 

There might have been a prolonged period of strife between 
Old Town and Sanborn Addition, but for a caprice of nature 
that served to make the contest short and decisive. When the 
spring rains came in 1889 they were unusually heavy, and 
water overflowed all the lower part of the town. The fill of 
the Fort Worth and Denver track served as a dam since the 
drainage structures under the track were not sufficient to take 
care of the excessive amount of water that rushed in from three 
directions. Coming at the time it did, the condition gave im- 
mediate impetus to the Sanborn project, and during the sum- 
mer most of the buildings were moved east to the new location. 

Third Avenue had been the main business street in the 
original town with the main intersection probably at Third 
and Parker, which was the location of the Amarillo House. 
This shifted, with the change, to Third and Polk Street which 
became the main intersection. The Amarillo House was being 
moved to a new location in the fall of 1889 when an earl 
and heavy fall of snow came, catching it about half way be- 
tween the locations, and there it remained until the ground 
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dried up in the spring. It was then set down at the corner of 
Fourth and Polk where it served as an annex to Sanborn’s 
Amarillo Hotel which was being constructed at Third and 
Polk. Many stories were told about the moving of the houses 
of the town. It had been said that the saloon did business all 
along the way; that a horseman would ride up, step from his 
stirrup to the door of the saloon, tie his reins to the building, 
step inside for his drink and when finished get back on his 
horse and ride away. It is a legend that while the James Smith 
home was being moved to Third and Pierce Street (present lo- 
cation of the Herring Hotel), Mrs. Smith continued prepata- 
tion of the noon meal. 

One of the most stubborn of the holdouts was H. H. Brooks 
publisher of The Amarillo Champion. Sanborn made a con- 
tract with Brooks to publish his ‘paper in the new town and gave 
him title to all of Block 88 as incentive, the block wotarae by 
Seventh Avenue on the north and Eighth Avenue on the ain 
and between Polk and Tyler streets. This block with 1 
improvements is now probably t the most valuable in the he, 
Brooks maintained his printing house at what is now 305 Park- 
er but grudgingly complied with this contract by mounting his 
hand press on a dray wagon once a week and hauling it to the 
corner of Seventh and Polk stunning off his papers, then haul- 
ing the outfit back. Sanborn declined to make an issue of 
the mode of compliance, and after some weeks Brooks moved 
his printing house up to his block on Polk Street. The name 
of the paper was changed from Champion to Northwest after 
the move. 

One thing that could not be moved was the water well at 


} 
Seventh and Lipscomb. Eight lots had been given by Berry 


pas pect ts hina ted 


and Wetsell to J. H. Hamlin as a location for a home and for 
a water well. In the beginning water had been hauled from 
the creeks north of town, but Hamlin drilled a well at what is 
now 700 Lipscomb Street, installed a windmill and tank, and 
sold water to the residents at tw enty-five cents per barrel. He 
supplied the barrels to the users andithen made the rounds 
with a water wagon, filling the barrels as needed. 
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Sanborn bought Hamlin’s property with the well on March 
27, 1889, for four thousand dollars. Sometime later in the 
year Sanborn had Hamlin drill a well behind the Amarillo 
Hotel to provide a water supply for the hotel. These were 
probably the first two wells and windmills in the town al- 
though later most of the residences had their own. 

Many of Amarillo’s citizens, at that time and for years after, 
thought that there was personal conflict between Sanborn and 
Berry over moving the town. This does not now appear to 
have been true, because the deed records indicate that Sanborn 
bought out or traded for the interests of Berry, Hollicott, Mar- 
tin, Merchant and all those associated with Berry except Wet- 
sell, Sanborn’s former manager. 

Many have surmised that Sanborn resented Wetsell’s failure 
to support Sanborn’s “Plains City” in the county seat elec- 
tion. Wetsell left the Fryan Pan shortly after it became known 
that he was buying property in the Berry section. Even after 
it became apparent that the town was being moved to the sec- 
tion one mile east, Wetsell continued to buy property in the 
old town while Berry and others were selling and trading out 
with Sanborn. 

Sanborn paid $7500 through his agents to Berry and Holli- 
cott for their hotel property. He then gave Berry a lot in 
Glidden and Sanborn Addition for every lot Berry had in the 
original town. He did the same with Hbollicott, Martin, and 
Merchant. The deed records, however, show no transactions 
between Sanborn and Wetsell. Berry and Merchant went back 
to Abilene. Hollicott stayed on as manager of the LX. 

H. B. Sanborn’s choice of a site for the big town of the Pan- 
handle proved to be superior to that of Berry. The Old Town 
that lay south of the lake on Section 188 had a life of a short 
two years. It existed barely long enough for the wagons, the 
buggies, and the horses to wear the grass from the streets. B 
1890 it had definitely moved one mile east to Polk Street. 
Berry’s selection of a site may have been faulty, but his judgment 
that the most important town on the new rail line would be 
the one nearest the Palo Duro crossing to the South Plains was 
indeed confirmed. 
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APPENDIX 


I Names that appear in various county records during the year 1887. 


Anglin, Frank, LX employee 

Arnot, John, ranchman 
Atwood, M., LX employec 
Bain, John, first county treas. 
Beaver, M., candidate tor office 

Berry, Geo, S. Jr., nephew J. T. Berry 

Berry, James T. Sr., Amarillo founder 

Berry, James T. Jr., son J. T. Berry 

Bickley, Frank, sold cattle to Thomas 

Bush, W. E., bought Kenncy’s building 

Carter, J. M., LX employce 

Chadwick, C. W., merchant 

Chambers, J. A., Frying Pan employee 

Collins, David Justice court records 
Cornelius, H. T., first county comm. 
Davidson, A. T., attorney 

George, W. A., signed Gober’s bond 

Gillespie, CLws a county comm. 

Gober, James A., first sheriff 

Gorsia, Jim, candidate for office i 
Graves, J. W., first tax assessor 
Greene, B. E., Berry’s attorney 

Green, Lee, livery stable owner 

Grissom, J. G., Frying Pan employce 

Henry, John H., LX employee 

Hezman, Abe, merchant # 
Hightower, —, built first courthouse 
Holland, J. T., first county comm. 

Hollicott, John, LX ranch manager 
Ingerton, W. H., LX employee { 
Jackson, —, built first courthouse 
Jenkins, Jesse, ranchman 
Johnson, F. G., first brand inspector 
Jones, E. A., first doctor . 
Kenney, M. V., first justice of peace 
Kimberly, Chas., justice court record 
Laird, W. D., first county clerk | 
Lamar, Geo. L., stonemason 

Lee, A. R., LX employee 
Luckett, Henry H., first county surveyor 

Lynch, Elijah, LX employee 

McDowell, H., saloon keeper 

McGee, Neil S., ranchman 

Mankin, William, justic court records 

Mansell, J. M., sold Sec. 266 to Luckett 

Martin, William, merchant, partner of Berry 

Merchant, C. W., investor, partner of Berry 

Moore, R. M., first postmaster 

Murray, James, justice court records 
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Nyatt, J. A., justice court records 
Omal, H., witness to Bickley sale 
Ortman, Henry E., drayman 

Plemons, B. H., owner Sec. 170 
Plemons, W. B., first county judge 
Raymond, Wm., justice court records 
Richardson, J. L., attorney 

Roby, T. L., LX employee 

Ruth, Wm., candidate for sheriff 
Seely, John J., first county comm. 
Shupe, H. J., justice court records 
Siders, Henry, livery stable owner 
Smylie, L. H., justice court records 
Spears, M. W., LX employce 

Stevens, Wm., witness to Bickley’s sale 
Temple, John, court records 

Thomas, S. J., bought Bickley cattle 
Thompson, Chas., LX employee 
Thompson, E. Allen, LX employce 
Thompson, L. O., LX employee 
Thompson, W. S., LX employee 
Thurmond, I. S., first county atty. 
True, Everett F., LX veterinarian 
Wallace, Thomas, associated with Berry 
Ware, B. T., with Burns-Walker 
Ware, Chas, W., with Wm. Martin | 
Warlick, W. M., bought land from WetselP 
Wetsell, W. W., Frying Pan manager 
Williams, E. A., candidate for office 
Wills, John H., land dealer 

Wood, Charles, justice court records 
Woods, E. P., candidate for office 
Wyness, James, LX employee 

Wyness, William, LX- employee 


I] Names found in county records for 1888, some may have been in county 
earlier. 
Andrews, W. M., justice of peace 
Aiken, D. R., merchant 
Bell, John, grand jury member 
Bell, William, candidate for office 
Bledsoe, R. B., justice court records 
Brooks, H. H., published first newspaper 
Browning, G. L., write-in candidate 
Castleberry, H. T., grand jury member 
Chadwick, R. A., county finance committee 
Clark, J. S., admitted to citizenship 
Criswell, A. F., deputy sheriff 
Cone and Duran, merchants 
Curtis, Nelson, grand jury member 
Davidson, J. G., witness in dist. court 
Dean, A. D., bought first Sanborn lot 
Edwards, C., grand jury member 
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Eyler, Chas., took first marriage license 
Flores, A. D., district court records 
Flores, J. P., candidate for office 
Franklin, Felix, employce Burns-Walker 
Gallagher, P. L., candidate for office 
Gautt, Frank, justice court records 
Givins, W. M.., elected constable 
Golither, Ed, grand jury member 
Hanmulin, J. H., drilled water well 
Harden, Louis A., admitted to practice 
Hayden, B. B., president first school board 
Hinkle, T. B., manager first lumber yard 
Hirsh, Ben, justice court records 
Hughes, J. S., retail liquor dealer 

Isaacs, John, jury member 

Joseph, M., foot peddler 

Keating, M., hack driver 

Landis, Charles, county clerk 

Long, Virgil S., attorney 

Lowmiller, Jacob, candidate for sheriff 
McReynolds, J. D., merchant 

McGee, Chas., blacksmith 

McGinnis, Fleming, grand jury member 
McGowan, W. F., attorney 

McGregor, A. W., justice court records 
Madden, S. H., attorney 

Misner, John M., married Cora Brooks 
Mittenthal, H. S., merchant 

Morrow, H. R., R. R. station agent 
Newman, John, district court records 
Parker, G. A. F., later with Sanborn 
Pottinger, J. V., grand jury member 
Pottinger, W. T., grand jury member 
Quinn, D. N., county finance committee 
Risnor, John, grand jury member 
Rudolph, C. F., deputy sheriff 

Sanders, John, write-in candidate 

Smith, Bob, grand jury member 


Smith, James L., merchant (Burns-Walker) 


Stahl, John, meat market 

Stroope, J. R., district court bailiff 
Sturdivant, Ed, county clerk 
Tablonsky, B., admitted to citizenship 
Thompson, M. E., district court juror 
Tudor, N. H., witness in justice court 
Vivian, C. B., county finance committee 
Walker, Cal, write-in candidate 
Wallace, A. H., county treasurer 
Woods, Annie, justice court records 
Woods, Nellis, retail beer seller 
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III Names found in records for 1889; some may have been in county earlier. 


Anderson, Frank, district court minutes 
Arlington, Thos., district court minutes 
Armstrong, M., district court minutes 
Bass Bros, merchants 

Batkin, W. A., built at 301 Harrison 
Bayse (Basey) E, T., first insurance agency 
Beavers, John, district court jury 
Berwald, H., merchant 

Blackburn, Warren, build house at 301 Harrison 
Bluitt and Maddox, merchants 

Bowman, Frank, married Miss Carmack 
Chesshir, D. S., attorney 

Clisbee, Bros., livery stable 

Collins, L. B., district court records 
Conkling, E. H., witness in district court 
Cramer, J. B. Co., merchant’ 

Culp, L. H., district court juror 

David, A. D., built at 412 Van Buren 
Dean, J. R., attorney 

Dobbs, James W., district court minutes 
Dunn, Sam F., brand inspector 

Easley, W. x land agent 

Finley, Sam, district court bailiff 

Firg, B., merchant 

Fletchinger, Thos. E., married Miss Dean 
Frisbie, A. L., bought lots from Sanborn 
Gautt, Bane district court minutes 
Gober, Geo. W., held school election 
Gowan, W. W., attorney 

Gunnells, Jack, buile ac 102 Ni Tyler 
Hardwick, W. P., retail liquor dealer 
Henderson, Sam, on jury commission 
Henderson, W. C., county attorney 
Hunt, W. A., Butrict court minutes 
Hurst, T. B., merchant 

Ingram, Waker: county finance committee 
Ivers, John J., liquor dealer 

Johnson, Wade, district court minutes 
Jones., M. T. Co., lumber business 
Kersey, Jeff, bought 216-218 Van Buren 
Layne, G. B., Pietried Miss Vick 
Leverton, George, district court minutes 
Link, J. W., county attorney 

McAlpine, R H., hardware merchant 
McKinley, M., photographer 

McNeil, Clev ead district court minutes 
Martin, N. C., attorney 

Mason, J. P., built at 100 Polk 

Morrell, John, bought 300 Tyler 
Morris, H. W.. built at 301 Fillmore 
Myrick, M., held school election 
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Patton, Thos., photographer 

Payne, W. L., merchant 

Pendleton, E. G., attorney 

Peterson, W. P., merchant 

Pope, Jerome, married Miss Wheeler 
Record, C. H., district court minutes 
Roach, S., district court records 

Rosser, A. M., married Miss Coyd 
Russell, J. M., attorney 

Ryan, John, retail liquor dealer 
Service, Joe, district court jury 
Shoemaker, A. L., land surveyor 
Sims, David, district court minutes 
Spurlock, R. H., hack driver 

Still, S. A., hack driver 

Stovall and Sons, merchants 

Taylor, W. P., bought 213 Polk 
Thomason, J. M., attorney 

Tillman, E. M., district court minutes 
Tomb, A. D., county finance committee 
Tucker, G. W., merchant 

Turner, Thos. F., attorney 

Trigg and Miller, wagon yard 

Wells, Wm., district court minutes 
Wiley, Dan, district court minutes 
Williams, J. A., district court minutes 
Wilson, Carrie, retail beer seller 
Wilson, L. G., married Miss Snider 
Witherspoon, G. C., built at 507 Fillmore 
Young, H., retail liquor dealer 
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